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Golf course hazards more than they appear
By BRYAN Mc GOVERN 
The ponds at Langara Golf Course aren’t just hazards for the players. They’re part of a newly presented 
emergency plan for response and evac-
uation in downtown Vancouver.
The plan was shown to city council 
on Feb. 17 by deputy city manager Sad-
hu Johnston.
The ponds on the fourth and thir-
teenth holes of the golf course are con-
nected to underground water sources 
known as aquifers, which are accessi-
ble through wells. 
Peter Judd, Vancouver’s city engi-
neer, said the wells at the course are a 
resource for Vancouver in combating 
fires caused by natural disasters like 
earthquakes. They are used when the 
main water source is unavailable fol-
lowing a natural disaster. 
“In a major earthquake pipes will 
break and we will probably need an al-
ternate source of water,” Judd said.
He said once an emergency happens 
and the wells are needed, Vancouver 
Fire and Rescue Services will have to 
pump the water using a hose connected 
to their truck.
The wells don’t come into play un-
less Vancouver’s Dedicated Fire Pro-
tection System (DFPS) network of 
welded pipes downtown and on the 
Fairview Slopes fail.
Joe Foster, VFRS assistant chief of 
emergency management, said the wells 
at Langara Golf Course have never 
been used for an emergency.
According to Judd, the wells haven’t 
been repaired or improved since their 
installation, 10 to 15 years ago.
Ron Corneau, superintendent at 
Langara Golf Course, said the aquifers 
were discovered a little over a year be-
fore the construction of the golf course 
began, during the digging stage. He 
said maintenance uses the water for ir-
rigation purposes only.
Corneau said the wells at the course 
are part of a network of alternative wa-
ter sources for the city, including the 
McCleery Golf Course, the Fraser Riv-
er, Trout Lake and some swimming 
pools from which water can be drawn.
Aquifers under the Langa-
ra Golf Course hold emer-
gency water supplies
BRYAN Mc GOVERN photo
The pond on hole 13 of the Langara Golf Course is con-
nected to an underground aquifer used in emergencies
By SARA RABEY 
T
he Langara Child Development 
Centre will increase fees by 29 
per cent between now and 2016 
because Langara College is no 
longer being able to subsidize the day-
care, according to a letter to parents by 
Mark Adams, director of ancillary ser-
vices.
The daycare has been raising its fees 
each May by $50 since 2013, but the re-
cent letter to parents said the college 
would no longer subsidize rent, main-
tenance and utilities, so the daycare 
must raise its fees even more over the 
next two years.
By May 2016, the daycare will raise 
its full-time fees from the current $1075 
to $1385 a month for children age 1.5 to 
3 years old. For children aged 3 to 
5years, it will be raised from $775 to 
$970 a month.
“Fees for Langara’s Child Develop-
ment Centre are being increased over 
the next two years to ensure that the 
daycare can cover its operating costs 
while maintaining the high quality of 
our program,” Adams said in an email.
“We appreciate that any increase to 
fees may be challenging for some fami-
lies. That is why we have spread the 
increase over two years, and provided 
parents with as much notice as possi-
ble ahead of the first increase taking 
effect in May of this year,” Adams 
wrote.
Scott McLean, Langara’s department 
chair of economics has two children in 
the daycare.
 “There is over a 40 per cent increase 
in fees in four years for both your tod-
dlers as well as your three-to-five-year-
olds,” he said. “You would struggle to 
find anything that would be increasing 
that rapidly,” said McLean. “In terms of 
costs of living ... this is a significant 
budget item for anyone involved, re-
gardless of your income.”
McLean said he finds it strange that 
the daycare should be paying rent for a 
building that the government provided 
for child care, and that is on land that is 
used as a public institution. 
Letter to parents announces a significant increase in cost of daycare
Lost in 
transit
LSU still sitting on the 
fence regarding the transit 
referendum
By KELVIN GAWLEY
While campaigns for the upcom-ing transit referendum are in full swing at some post-second-
ary institutions in Metro Vancouver, it 
remains unclear what kind of advocacy 
Langara College students will see on 
campus.
The Langara Students’ Union coun-
cil will be running a “get out the vote” 
campaign to encourage students to 
vote in the referendum. 
Whether or not the campaign will 
include a “yes” or “no” stance has yet 
to be decided, said Benjamin Friesen, 
LSU spokesperson. Friesen said the 
council will vote to decide if they will 
take a stance at their next meeting but 
did not specify its date.
    “Council is thoroughly exploring 
both sides of the issue before taking an 
official stance,” Friesen said, in an 
email.
Friesen said the LSU council has 
formed an internal committee, which is 
working with other groups on campus 
“to ensure a timely and effective roll 
out of this project.”
Bahareh Jokar, UBC student leader 
and a co-chair of the Better Transit and 
Transportation Coalition, made “an in-
formal presentation” to the LSU coun-
cil on Feb. 18. and “highlighted all the 
benefits” for LSU council members.
Jokar’s group has hosted a number 
of “Coffee for Commuters” events 
where they provided free coffee, hand-
ed out promotional materials and an-
swered students’ questions about the 
referendum.
Joshua Cairns, transit team coordi-
nator for Sustainable SFU, said his 
group, in partnership with other stu-
dent groups, has taken a “big wide ap-
proach with a bunch of different initia-
tives,” at Simon Fraser University.
These initiatives include social 
media, speaking in classrooms, 
publishing opinion pieces in the school 
newspaper and tabling sessions. Cairns 
said the events are similar to the “Cof-
fee for Commuters” events at UBC.
    Langara’s International Socialists 
club voted to take an official “yes” 
stance within its membership but will 
not be campaigning on campus, said 
club member Rosi Hunter.
The Langara Earth Stompers envi-
ronmental club is ideologically in fa-
vour of the “yes” side but will not be 
campaigning 
for it because 
they have oth-
er projects 
c o n s u m i n g 
their time, ac-
cording to 
leader Adam 
Kelliher.J
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1	 The centre has been 
part of the college 
since 1970
2	 The centre is also 
a practicum  site 
for early childhood 
education students
3	 Curriculum at 
daycare is based on 
play and learning
Source: Langara daycare website
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Love your neighbour makes Lunch..........................3
Langara club serves sandwiches to hungry people in the Downtown Eastside
SARA RABEY photo
Catherine Charan with her son Jayin and nieces Saijah and Ellie
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Written communication in Chinese is now available from a community policing centre
A city grant provides tem-
porary support for seniors’ 
programs in Marpole
Premature budding from  
warm weather may dis-
rupt cherry tree-inspired 
events across Vancouver
By TONY SU
Early blossoms could mean some changes to this year’s popular Van-couver Cherry Blossom Festival.
Inspired by Vancouver’s cherry 
trees, the festival takes place between 
April 2 and 29 and features events such 
as Sakura Days Japan Fair at VanDu-
sen Botanical Garden.  
“A lot of people come especially if it’s 
nice out,” said Jagdesh Atwal, a barista 
who has worked at Truffles Fine Foods, 
the cafe at VanDusen, for three years. 
Atwal said she’s seen the event grow 
over the years. 
The founding executive director of 
the Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festi-
val, Linda Poole, said she’s worried this 
year that all the blossoms will be gone 
if the beautiful weather persists.
Poole has directed the festival for 
nine years and she can only recall ear-
ly blooming once before during the 
2010 spring season, although the festi-
val was on hiatus that year because of 
the Winter Olympic Games. 
 “The Whitcomb and Accolades 
[cherry trees] are about three weeks 
early,” said Poole. “So we don’t know if 
the other cultivars are going to also 
come early.”
Poole said she might have to move 
some of the scheduled festival events 
earlier, if the trees start to wither in the 
weeks leading up to April. 
Andrew Black, a UBC applied biolo-
gy professor specializing in agricul-
ture, said early blooming isn’t unusual 
as plants grow faster under the sun.
“[The sun is] really good for warm-
ing the soil up, because you’re getting 
the radiation striking the soil surface 
directly,” Black said.
Poole said she’s hoping for cold 
weather in the next few weeks to slow 
down the growth, because the last 
thing she said she wants is to have no 
cherry blossoms for the festival.
“[The blossoms] may be out for 10 
days,” she said. “They’re the most 
beautiful when they first come out.”
By XIAO XU
C
hinese residents living in South 
Vancouver now receive letters 
from the local policing centre in 
their mother tongue.
The Kerrisdale Oakridge Marpole 
Community Policing Centre (KOM 
CPC) announced to the Vancouver po-
lice board on Feb. 20 that letters to resi-
dents have now been translated into 
Chinese.
Earlier this year, a series of break-
ins occurred in the southwest area of 
Vancouver and Chinese residents were 
among the victims. To help these resi-
dents solve crime-related problems, 
KOM CPC sent them letters both in 
English and Chinese.
According to KOM CPC Const. Ryan 
Hooper, the policing centre officially 
started the Chinese translation service 
last year. 
“[We did so] because the area has a 
large population of either Mandarin or 
Cantonese speaking residents,” Hoop-
er said. “Not everybody has the ability 
to speak English or probably to read 
English well.”
Tony Bulic, executive director of 
KOM CPC, said they can translate the 
letters into any language that the resi-
dents ask for.
“We have a lot of officers that speak 
different languages,” Bulic said. “We 
don’t care what language, we just want 
to deliver the right message.” 
KOM CPC emphasizes their Chinese 
translation service because Chinese is 
the largest ethnic group in this area.
Chinese was reported to be the most 
spoken non-official language in the 
area, accounting for 79 per cent of all 
languages, according to the Vancouver 
Economic Commission’s 2009 Kerris-
dale Village Neighbourhood Profile.
A Vancouver school board report on 
cultural diversity in the last two years 
lists three secondary schools in the 
Marpole-Oakridge and Kerrisdale with 
a higher than average percentage of 
Chinese-speaking students. 
Mandy Ho, a tailor at the Vancci Bou-
tique on West Boulevard for more than 
a decade, said an increasing number of 
Chinese customers have come to the 
boutique in recent years, but she hasn’t 
noticed an improvement of Chinese 
services in the area. The storefront in-
cludes the boutique’s name in Chinese.
She said booklets with information 
about the area are all in English. 
“It would be much better if it has a 
Chinese translation,” she said in Chi-
nese, pointing at the Kerrisdale Insider, 
a shopping and services guide. 
By MONA BUTLER
With short-term funding from the City of Vancouver, pro-grams for seniors in the Mar-
pole area are in session again at St. 
Augustine’s Anglican Church. 
In December 2013, a flood in the Mar-
pole Place Neighbourhood House 
forced it to relocate its programs from 
the old fire hall to the nearby St. Au-
gustine’s Church on Hudson Street. By 
last November, however, money from 
independent sources ran out. 
The city recently gave the neigh-
bouring Marpole Oakridge Family 
Place a grant to hire an outreach coor-
dinator for four months to review and 
help organize the displaced seniors’ 
programs, now called the Hudson St. 
Seniors Hub.
Heather Friday, who has been at-
tending programs at the neighbour-
hood house for three years, said that 
the old location had a lot more pro-
grams and facilities such as a computer 
lab and a room for kids to play in. 
There were daily programs at the 
old location but now at St. Augustine’s, 
the majority of the programs run only 
on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays.
“It took a long time to get things run-
ning again,” Friday said.
St. Augustine’s Rev. Andrew Halla-
day was part of a committee about 
homelessness at the neighbourhood 
house and offered his church hall so 
that the programs could resume.
“We have about 12 programs run-
ning right now,” said Halladay. “Among 
them, a Thursday dinner and a Friday 
breakfast, a knitting group, an exercise 
group and a thrift shop in the church 
basement.” 
Before, St. Augustine’s had a few 
programs of its own, but was depen-
dent on the number of volunteers.
As far as moving back into the old 
location goes, Halladay doesn’t know 
what to expect.
“The fire hall is owned by the city. 
The plans for that are their business 
and they haven’t shared them with us.” 
(Left and right) The festival organizer is hoping 
that cold weather may slow down the blooming 
process for early cherry blossoms.
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There is no shortage of Chinese sig-
nage on 41st Avenue in Kerrisdale.
CHERRY JAM
DOWNTOWN 
CONCERT
Time: 12:00 p.m to 
1:20 p.m.
Date: April 2
Venue: Burrard station
SAKURA 
ILLUMINATION
Time: 9:00 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m.
Date: April 3
Venue: Sunset Beach Park 
KITE DANCE
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.
Date: April 5
Venue: Vanier Park
     Source: www.vcbf.ca
CHERRY
Events
“Not every-
body has 
the ability 
to speak 
English or 
probably 
to read 
English 
well
CONST. RYAN 
HOOPER
KERRISDALE 
OAKRIDGE MAR-
POLE COMMUNITY 
POLICING CENTRE
Break-ins spur translation need
Sunshine threatens bloom fest
Seniors 
get new 
funding
TONY SU photo
Linda Poole, founder of the Vancou-
ver Cherry Blossom Festival.
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Volunteers from Langara and SFU spend one Saturday a month 
making and distributing food to people in the Downtown Eastside
By BAILEY NICHOLSON
  
L
angara College students spread 
the love on Saturday, Feb. 28 by 
providing homemade meals to 
those in need.
The Langara Love Your Neighbour 
Club is part of the Vancouver branch of 
the international Love Your Neighbour 
organization, which is dedicated to vol-
unteering and giving back to the com-
munity. Through the club, four Langa-
ra students joined four SFU students to 
prepare enough food to feed 100 home-
less people at Oppenheimer Park in the 
Downtown Eastside. 
“We continue to expand and last 
year we started to include high school 
and working class members,” said Pen-
ny Ng, who coordinated the event. 
“With the increasing number of mem-
bers, we need to also expand our volun-
teer opportunities in number and in 
event type.”
The students put together a feast of 
ham and cheese sandwiches and chick-
en noodle soup. They doled out banan-
as and extra bread to anyone who 
asked. 
This was the fourth time the Love 
Your Neighbour Club has visited the 
park to give out meals. Ng said that this 
time was an improvement from their 
first Oppenheimer event back in De-
cember thanks to donations and sup-
port from the community.  
“Originally, we just planned to give 
out bread and hot chocolate, but with 
gift cards from Superstore and Terra 
Bread(s) and space support from Light 
and Love Home to prep food, we were 
able to make sandwiches and soup,” 
she said. 
Langara psychology student and 
Love Your Neighbour Club member 
Ken Tu said he volunteers not just to 
help, but also to educate himself. 
“I want to learn more about home-
lessness in Vancouver,” he said. “It’s a 
huge issue we should be more aware 
of.”
The meals were met with apprecia-
tion from those at the park, like 
Frankie, who declined to give his last 
name.
“Thanks so much you guys,” said 
Frankie, as he grabbed  a sandwich. 
Fish quality at the Langa-
ra Sushi Café is top of the 
line, according to chef
ANNA DIMOFF photo
Kris Lee, head chef at the sushi café, runs a tight ship. 
By ANNA DIMOFF
Seafood savvy students can dive into The Langara Sushi Café knowing that the fish they serve is 
on par with well-established sushi res-
taurants in South Vancouver. 
The sushi spot has been a popular 
choice for food on campus since it 
opened, and manager Sean Sung said 
he is dedicated to providing Langara 
students wi th fresh, healthy products.
“The restaurant business wasn’t my 
main business, I was a personal trainer 
and I teach boxing,” he said. “That’s 
why I’m bringing in more healthy food 
to the school because I’m from that 
background.” 
The café uses Albacore tuna and 
farmed Atlantic salmon that have been 
frozen to kill any bacteria that might be 
on the fish, which Sung said is in keep-
ing with Canadian health regulations. 
He said they look at the colour of the 
fish and check if its eyes are clear to 
make sure it’s fresh.  To accommodate 
different palates, Sung said the café 
also brings in fresh Pacific Sockeye 
salmon. 
“If the salmon is really fresh they 
have a watermelon smell, it means they 
caught it a day or two before,” Sung 
said. 
Salmon is the king catch at the café. 
Sung said they use twice as much salm-
on as they do tuna. 
Their current suppliers are Marine 
Seafood Inc., 21 Century Seafood Inc., 
and Angel Seafoods Ltd., which Sung 
said many of the local sushi restau-
rants use. 
Samurai Japanese Restaurant on 
Fraser Street, an established sushi spot 
in Vancouver that is well reviewed on-
line, receives their product from Ma-
rine and 21 Century as well. Betty Hum, 
a Samurai employee who has been with 
the company for 
over five years, said 
they have always 
bought from these 
suppliers. 
“They give the 
best price for the 
quality,” she said. 
Sung was intro-
duced to his suppli-
ers by his head chef, 
Kris Lee, who has 
over 20 years of experience working in 
kitchens.
Lee said that for their prices, the fish 
they serve is the best available. 
 “In Vancouver it’s very hard to find 
top of the line fish and it’s very expen-
sive. We use one below the very, very 
top,” Lee said, as translated by Sung. 
Quiznos’ disappearance is 
met with mixed reviews
By ALEX HOEGLER
Langara College lunch options have been shaken up after Quiznos was removed and replaced by Artisan 
Deli, a sandwich and smoothie counter.
The switch was prompted by student 
feedback received at Langara’s most 
recent Wellness Fair, according to an 
email from corporate communications 
at Compass Group Canada. The cafete-
ria at Langara is run by Chartwells, 
which is operated by Compass Group, a 
major food service company. 
“We sampled smoothies and re-
ceived overwhelming student feedback 
in support of offering a healthy alterna-
tive to typical beverages such as pop 
and bottled juices,” the email read. “It 
made sense to include smoothies to our 
new sandwich deli menu to cater to the 
student demand.” 
The increasing population of stu-
dents with gluten-restrictive diets also 
played a role in the switch, the email 
said. 
Langara Canadian studies student 
Cole Howard said he was surprised by 
the abrupt change.
“I enjoyed Quiznos quite a bit, I knew 
what I liked there. That being said, I 
like the idea of a more artisanal sand-
wich place,” Howard said, who has 
tried a sandwich from the new deli. 
Although he said he still prefers 
Quiznos, Howard remains positive. 
“I think the caf-
eteria and the 
products that they 
offer are good. I 
think there’s a 
good variety, and I 
will try an arti-
sanal sandwich 
again.”
Nursing student 
Serge Chahal has 
mixed feelings 
about the switch. 
“I’m a huge fan 
of smoked salmon, but I rarely get to 
eat it. When I tasted it in a wrap, it tast-
ed great,” Chahal said, adding that he 
paid $7 for his wrap, and wasn’t a fan of 
the price. 
Chahal said he would also like to see 
more options for what side comes with 
the sandwich. 
“They serve it to you with chips, and 
I don’t want chips. I’m usually on a 
diet,” he said. “If they gave you some-
thing better, anything else on the side, I 
would be much more inclined to get 
something from there in the future.”
Loving their neighbours at 
Oppenheimer Park brunch 
Sushi café dishes on the fish
Sandwich
switcheroo
COLE HOWARD
Canadian studies 
student
SEAN SUNG
Manager of the 
sushi café
1	 Sign up to deliver 
hot meals with Lan-
gara’s Love Your 
Neighbour Club
2	 Vancouver Coastal 
Health lists dozens 
of volunteer oppor-
tunities on their 
website
3	 Spend a few hours 
with orphaned cats 
and dogs at the BC 
SPCA
DONATE 
your time
See langaravoice.ca for exclusive video!
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Left: Frankie, one of many attendees of the Love Your Neighbour Club’s event, thanked the volunteers for their efforts. 
Right: Love Your Neighbour event coordinator Penny Ng (center) led volunteers as they prepped enough food for 100 people.
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Casa Mia   
rezoning
The mansion featured in 
various films could 
become a care home
DUSTIN GODFREY photo
Students of Studio 58 practise some of the songs for the Elbow Room Café with musical director Anton Lipovetsky.
ETHAN REYES photo
Film set and future care-home, 
Casa Mia.
By ETHAN REYES
Popular filming location Casa Mia is in line for a facelift as its owners are hoping to repurpose the prop-
erty.
Susan Haid, assistant director of 
planning and development for Vancou-
ver-South, said the city has received a 
rezoning application from Casa Mia’s 
owners, Maureen McIntosh and Lynn 
Aarvold of The Care Group; a residen-
tial care services provider.  
The Care Group want to change the 
property from a family dwelling to a 
comprehensive development, which 
would allow for the addition of long-
term beds for seniors.
  “The proposal seeks to retain, ret-
rofit, reuse and designate the heritage 
building, and add a new two-storey 
wing,” said Haid.
 The proposed facility has met oppo-
sition from neighbours.  
Philip Oakley, 82, said that he has 
gotten used to the filming in the area, 
but accepting a care facility hasn’t 
been so easy. 
“It’s just a poor location,” said Oak-
ley, who has been a Marine Drive resi-
dent for 40 years. He cited the residen-
tial location and a lack of infrastructure 
like parking and sidewalks as his rea-
sons for objecting.
According to Haid, a public hearing 
on Casa Mia’s rezoning has not yet 
been scheduled, but is anticipated this 
year.
By DUSTIN GODFREY
T
he Elbow Room Café on Davie 
Street is the subject of Studio 
58’s next musical, and the actors 
and café’s owners are excited for 
its debut.
The new musical, of the same name, 
was commissioned by Zee Zee Theatre 
– a local company run by two Langara 
College graduates.
Cameron Mackenzie is managing ar-
tistic director, and Dave Deveau is 
playwright in residence and associate 
producer.
The play came naturally, according 
to Mackenzie, who noted a hint of in-
spiration from Schwartz’s: The Musi-
cal, about Montreal’s famous deli.
“There’s not enough in Vancouver 
that lauds and celebrates Vancouver 
like Schwartz’s does for Montreal,” 
Mackenzie said. 
The Elbow Room Café came readily 
to mind, said Mackenzie, with its char-
acteristically sassy atmosphere – the 
servers are famous for dishing abuse, 
all in good fun.
Brian Searle and Patrick Savoie are 
co-founders of the Elbow Room Café 
and supporters of Zee Zee Theatre. 
They also play an essential role in the 
musical.
“A gay couple who have been togeth-
er for nearly 40 years – one’s English, 
and one’s … French? The story writes 
itself,” Mackenzie said.
Savoie said they are excited for the 
play, and commended Deveau’s talent 
for writing plays.
Having seen a small preview, Savoie 
said the music was “very different” 
from your average musical, noting one 
song in particular about the frustra-
tions of some in relationships.
“It was a funny song,” he said. “[Re-
lationships] drive you up the wall. That 
you would just like sometimes to put a 
knife in their back and get rid of them.” 
As some of the students visit the res-
taurant to gain perspective on the at-
mosphere, there have been reports of 
the staff’s characteristically cheeky at-
titude.
“Most of the time, [students are] get-
ting hit on, or being made fun of for 
their lack of fashion,” said Adelleh Fur-
seth another Studio 58 student actor, 
also noting the interactions between 
Savoie and Searle.
“They are such an adorable couple 
and so sassy to each other,” Furseth 
said. “It’s loving banter.”
By JAMES SMITH
F
or the second year in row, Van-
couver will host TED’s annual 
conference, and Langara College 
will be live streaming the event.
Although details haven’t been final-
ized, Dan Slessor, the Langara librari-
an overseeing the event, said the li-
brary plans to create a “TED lounge” 
in the library’s lobby, where faculty 
and students can drop in and watch the 
conference in high definition from 
March 16 to 20.
“If people just want to take a break 
from studies and get inspired, they can 
just drop by and take a TED talk in,” 
Slessor said.
He also noted that faculty are wel-
come to bring their classes to watch 
talks, but on a drop-in basis as space is 
not guaranteed.
“In the past, there was never a 
crunch for space, but we can certainly 
facilitate groups coming in,” Slessor 
said.
According to TED.com, over one 
thousand people attend and more than 
80 speakers present at the annual con-
ference. The event was moved to Van-
couver in 2014 coinciding with its 30th 
anniversary. 
Conference sessions are built 
around TED’s signature eighteen-min-
ute TED Talks and cover a wide range 
of topics including “science, business, 
the arts, technology and global issues.”
Latif Nasser, director of research at 
the National Public Radio program Ra-
diolab, said the size of TED’s audience, 
and the amount of money the audience 
spends to be there - a minimum of 
$8500 per ticket - raises their expecta-
tions. TED 2015 will be Nasser’s first 
time giving a TED Talk.
Nasser said his talk will be on John 
J. Bonica, a preeminent American an-
esthesiologist who “revolutionized the 
way modern medicine thinks of pain” 
and helped pioneer the use of epidural 
anesthesia. Bonica led a secret life as a 
professional wrestler, eventually be-
coming light-heavyweight champion of 
the world.
“He’d be healing pain by day, and in-
flicting it by night,” Nasser said. “He 
was kind of a weird character.”
Christine Kwak, customer service 
representative for TED Conferences, 
said that TED decided to offer the live 
stream following last year’s success. 
Kwak said successful streaming appli-
cants also have access to archived con-
ference sessions, available on demand 
a few hours after they air live.
JAMES DUNCAN DAVIDSON photo
Chris Hadfield at TED2014, Liftoff! - The Next Chapter, Vancouver Convention Centre.
MARINA ABRAMOVIC
Performance artist; 
“Opening Gambit” - Mon-
day, March 16, 6 - 8pm
BILL GATES
Philanthropist; TED 
University – Wednesday, 
March 18, 2:15 - 4pm
LATIF NASSER
Radio researcher; “Pop-Up 
Magazine” – Wednesday, 
March 4, 5 - 6:45pm
MONICA LEWINSKY
Social activist; “Just and 
Unjust” – Thursday, March 
19, 10:30am - 12:30pm
Sassy café inspires musical
The Elbow Room’s staff is famous for razzing its customers
TED Talks to be streamed live in library lobby
Langara is one of a few 
venues with livestreaming 
of the event
“They are 
such an 
adorable 
couple and 
so sassy 
to each 
other... 
it’s loving 
banter
ADELLEH FURSETH
STUDIO 58 
STUDENT
TED
highlights
Lifestyles 5
By JOCELYN ASPA
While an injury forced Stephen Gordon to put his hockey sticks away, it hasn’t prevented him 
from helping his team out from behind 
the boards.
Gordon, a kinesiology student at 
Langara College, played hockey for 17 
years before he met with a collision 
on the ice two years a g o . 
In the accident, 
his collarbone 
broke at five dif-
ferent places and 
since then he 
has played 
only once. 
He said that 
he doesn’t plan on 
lacing up his skates 
again any time soon 
but still continues to help his team, 
Celly Hard Hockey Club, by doing man-
agerial tasks.
“The social connections, all the peo-
ple you meet, it’s definitely a big part of 
my life,” Gordon said. 
He said he makes sure the fees get 
paid on time, the team’s roster is set 
each week and this inspiration to go on 
volunteering comes from his friends.
He said that he is content with his 
position as a volunteer. 
“If I stopped doing it, I know no one 
else would and my decision would af-
fect 16 other guys out of playing hockey 
and I didn’t want to be that guy,” Gor-
don said. 
He said he has re-
covered from the in-
jury and it took him 
about five months to 
regain full strength.
In addition to vol-
unteering, Gordon has 
donated his own used hockey 
equipment to a hockey enthusiast who 
was struggling financially. 
“They’d just be sitting in my ga-
rage,” Gordon said. 
“I figured why not give it away to 
someone who wants to play but doesn’t 
have the money to afford new gear.”
Although Gordon doesn’t know ex-
actly how long he plans on volunteer-
ing, he said he would keep doing it until 
someone else steps forward.
EDITOR SABLEEN MINHAS THE VOICE, THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2015
File taxes for independence
By KELVIN GAWLEY
M
arch brings students longer 
days, blossoming flowers 
and the promise of summer 
break. It also brings the 
stress of final exams and, for those who 
do it themselves, filing income tax re-
turns.
Many students surveyed at Langara 
College said they consider filing their 
tax returns to be a task best left to ex-
perienced parents.
There are several potential benefits 
for students to file their taxes that go 
beyond receiving a cheque for overpaid 
taxes, according to Caroline Battista, 
national spokesperson for H&R Block 
Canada. 
Students should be active in the pro-
cess because it is an important part of 
becoming an independent adult, Bat-
tista said.
“I think it’s really important for us 
all to take responsibility for our own fi-
nancial situation and taxes are a big 
part of your financial life going for-
ward,” Battista said.
Bryan Wong, a general studies stu-
dent, said he “really hates” filing his 
taxes because he does not fully under-
stand the process despite having stud-
ied and worked in finance.
Battista said there are several mis-
conceptions students have about filing 
income taxes. The biggest being the be-
lief that it is unnecessary to file your 
tax returns if you had no income in the 
previous year.
There are two main reasons stu-
dents should file returns even if they 
did not have income, according to Bat-
tista.  
GST rebate cheques come in the mail 
four times a year, even if you report 
zero income. They won’t come if you do 
not file.
The other reason is to transfer tu-
ition credits to their parents. Battista 
said it is common for parents to claim 
this credit and not receive it because 
their child does not file a tax return. 
Maneisha Sandhu, president of the 
Langara Accounting Club, said her 
friends often ask her for help in filing 
their taxes.
Sandhu said she usually tells them 
about the Community Volunteer In-
come Tax Program, which hosts free 
tax-filing clinics for people with modest 
incomes.    
Students need a tax receipt from 
their school for proof of tuition pay-
ment and their enrolment. 
Langara students can retrieve this 
“T2202A” receipt by logging into their 
student account and locating the file in 
their student records.
Many students leave the task to their parents, but handling your 
own finances is an important part of adult life, says a tax analyst
Still scoring from behind the boards
1	 Claim textbook 
credit: Full-time 
students qualify for 
$65 per month for 
this credit
2	 Tax-free scholar-
ships: Program-
related bursaries 
and scholarships 
are tax free 
3	 Moving credits: 
Claim this credit, 
if you move more 
than 40 kilometres 
for a summer job.
Source:  H&R Block Canada
TAX 
tips
Declutter to 
de-stress 
Spring cleaning can help 
students get rid of stress 
and anxiety by increasing 
productiveness
Collision on the hockey 
rink left Stephen Gordon 
with broken collarbone but 
that didn’t stop him
By JULIA WICKHAM
With more sunlight brightening up the day, spring is the per-fect time to clear out dirt, keep 
the necessities and start afresh.
Declutter your life, declutter your 
mind. This is a mantra said by people 
who believe that having a clean and 
clear workspace has a positive effect 
on their mind.
According to Sarah Parkes, a regis-
tered clinical counsellor at SFU health 
and counselling ser-
vices said that a 
distractive work-
space could make 
it difficult for stu-
dents to focus on 
their work.
“ S t u d e n t s ’ 
work-spaces can 
influence the effi-
ciency and effec-
tiveness of their 
efforts and, as a 
result, their levels 
of stress and anxi-
ety,” said Parkes.
“Conversely, a 
quiet, comfortable, 
w e l l - o r g a n i z e d 
work-space that is 
equipped with the 
tools needed for a 
given task will 
make it easier for 
students to focus 
on their work.”
Celeste Cardoz, 
a general sciences student. said that 
disorder creates negative energy in 
her life.
“I usually clean periodically 
throughout the year, not just in the 
spring,” Cardoz said. “It definitely 
clears my head, I hate seeing my house 
look messy. It gives me bad vibes.”
“I’ll start off wanting to clean one 
part of my room, but once I start with 
one mess, everywhere else bothers me 
too and I feel like I need to clean every-
thing at once,” said Cardoz.
Elinor Warkentin, a professional or-
ganizer and Langara grad, said if stu-
dents feel overwhelmed by the clutter, 
they should break the “space up into 
smaller chunks and tackle one area.”
“Start with an ‘easy’ area, a catego-
ry where you know you can downsize 
to make a difference,” she said.
“Use the spring sunshine and fresh 
air to motivate you,” she said.
Winnie Tosetti, a fine arts student, 
said she tries to keep her work area 
organized by cleaning because by do-
ing so she gets “more work done.”
See langaravoice.ca for exclusive 
video
“I hate 
seeing my 
house look 
messy. It 
gives my 
bad vibes
CELESTE CARDOZ
General Sciences 
student
KELVIN GAWLEY photo
The T2202A form is an essential requirement for post-secondary students while filing taxes, in order to claim tuition and education costs.
“The social 
connec-
tions, all 
the people 
you  meet, 
it’s defi-
nitely a big 
part of my 
life
STEPHEN GORDON
KINESIOLOGY 
STUDENT
JOCELYN ASPA photo
Stephen Gordon donated his hockey 
gear (below) to a hockey enthusiast 
who was struggling financially.
STEPHEN GORDON SUBMITTED photo
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We want to hear from you
Got a different point of view?
Write to us.
Problems with something we’ve said?
Let us know.
Think we got a fact wrong?
Tell us.
Journalism instructor 
Erica Bulman oversees 
The Voice. Email her at 
ebulman@langara.bc.ca
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department.
Editorial opinions are 
those of the staff and 
are independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration.
We welcome letters 
to the editor. All 
letters must be 
signed. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Names may be 
withheld in special 
cases, but your letter 
must include your 
name and phone 
number.
HOW TO REACH US
PHONE
604-323-5396
FAX
604-323-5398
E-MAIL
thevoice@langara.bc.ca
DROP-IN
Room A226
Langara College 
There is a mailbox at 
the entrance to the 
journalism rooms. 
SNAIL MAIL
The Voice
100 West 49th Ave.
Vancouver, B.C.
V5Y 2Z6
WEBSITE
www.langaravoice.ca
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Vancouver would not be the city it is without its multicultural-ism and deep ethnic roots.
Kerrisdale Oakridge Marpole 
Community Policing Centre present-
ed that they’re translating letters to 
notify residents of crimes or public 
warnings into Chinese to the 
Vancouver Police Board on Feb. 20. 
The letters provide obvious safety 
benefits. Even if you’re not reaching 
a broad audience, the fact that the 
community police are actively 
alerting residents of possible 
dangers and issues hopefully 
reinforces a sense 
of security.
Chinese 
residents, now, 
can feel more 
comfortable 
within their own 
homes because 
they know their 
concerns are 
being looked 
after. 
The counter-
point is that it is 
inefficient to 
produce letters in different languag-
es. And, of course, to become a 
Canadian citizen you must pass an 
English proficiency test.
But, we are free to communicate 
in whatever language we wish and 
that is protected by our linguistic 
rights and the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. 
It is irrational to think people 
should communicate outside their 
preferred language. If he or she is 
more proficient in their mother 
tongue, it doesn’t bother me and I 
have a hard time believing it bothers 
anyone else, either.
It’s relatively painless to put a 
letter through Google Translate. You 
can translate English into hundreds 
of languages, ranging from Chinese 
to Lithuanian, with a click of the 
button. It is so easy that there is no 
reason all community centres 
shouldn’t be doing it already.
The KOM CPC should be com-
mended for providing a service that 
upholds community safety. They 
should also be applauded for 
integrating with the extremely 
diverse neighbourhoods that 
Vancouver is so proud of.
I’m not surprised when I hear how many young girls feel the pressure to be thin because I was one of 
them. 
According to the Canadian Mental 
Health Association, 40 per cent of 
nine-year-old girls have tried dieting 
to lose weight. When I was in fourth 
grade, I remember flipping through 
magazines and watching TV shows 
filled with women whose bodies 
looked so far from anything I could 
ever imagine myself becoming, let 
alone what I looked like at the time.
It’s not at all shocking that nearly 
half of girls this age still can’t relate 
to what they see, and decide to 
change themselves as opposed to 
their outlook. 
Girls today also have a never-
ending stream of social media 
images at their fingertips that I 
never did.
It isn’t only models and celebrities 
who are the subject of our envy, but 
now you can surf through numerous 
edited Instagram selfies and the 
selectively 
chosen Facebook 
photos of people 
you know, or 
don’t, and wish 
you looked like 
them too.
Just because 
they’re images of 
‘real’ people 
doesn’t mean the 
photos are an 
accurate repre-
sentation of the 
people in them.
It is the act of constantly compar-
ing yourself to others that does most 
of the damage.  
Focusing on the things you like 
about yourself is one of the best 
ways to ease the pressure.
If you can try for a moment to 
separate yourself from what you eat, 
from what number shows up on the 
scale, from how other girls look in a 
bikini, you’re going to have an easier 
time looking in the mirror.
Devoting time and energy to 
finding your flaws is a waste. We all 
have beautiful qualities that deserve 
our attention.
Maybe if childhood-me had 
appreciated the fact that I was smart 
and kind and had adorable freckles, 
then I wouldn’t have equated my 
self-worth with waist size. 
It’s upsetting to see that young 
girls are constantly under the gun to 
look and feel skinny.
But, too many of us hate ourselves 
to set a good example for them.
Self-love shouldn’t have to come 
with age as it has for me.
Kids should have positive support 
from their friends and family and 
self-love from the very beginning. 
They should be growing up believ-
ing in themselves.
Last week, The Voice news team published a story about Photo-shop and the effect of post-pro-
duction in photos, and we made a 
sweeping statement about the 
Langara photography department. 
What we had been aiming for with 
this story was to explore the 
practice of photoshopping in the 
celebrity world and to talk to our 
local photography experts about 
how they handle ethical dilemmas 
this widespread practice poses for 
them and their students. Since 
Langara’s photography department 
has a course that includes  
examining ethical practices, it 
seemed like a good fit.
But the story took a wrong turn, 
which happens when reporters 
understand assignments imperfect-
ly, stories pass through layers of 
editors who all think the other 
person checked the content, or we 
focus more on being clever than 
being right.
A first-year diploma student 
reported and wrote the story, and 
our copy editors—responsible for 
fact checking—should have been 
more thorough and discerning. They 
were perhaps more focused on news 
lead structure and impact, than 
ensuring the lead and story were 
balanced and fair.
Our principal Voice instructor 
usually corrects all front-page 
stories prior to publication. The 
Photoshop story was moved from 
another page on production day and 
she didn’t thoroughly read through 
the page.
We acknowledge that this story 
was neither fair nor balanced, and 
for that we take responsibility. Our 
goal was never to present the 
photography department in a bad 
light and we apologize.
After a thorough review and team 
discussions, we learned three big 
lessons from this.
We generalized the teachings of 
the photography department based 
on the fashion photography industry 
and photos we often see in maga-
zines—and our story lacked balance 
because of that.
The sweeping statement was 
catchy, but our words had an impact 
and consequences we didn’t intend.
And finally, credibility and 
integrity are a journalist’s most 
important assets, and ours were 
damaged with this story. 
It was a learning experience for 
us. It was a particularly painful 
learning experience because we 
admire our colleagues in photogra-
phy, who work right next to us, and 
whose students produce beautiful 
work each term that is displayed on 
the walls and graces our lives here.
OPINION
BAILEY  
NICHOLSON
OPINION
OWEN MUNRO
Scales will eat you up
Editors’ Photoshop story flop
Community 
police  
embrace  
diversity in 
South Van
ANNA DIMOFF and MICHAEL LYLYK comic
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Fiona Ku (left) pictured with Tenzin Yangchen (centre) 
and Norbu Dolma, said she doesn’t have time to worry 
about diets. “Eat healthy and be active,” Ku said. 
By OWEN MUNRO
W
ith the end of spring semes-
ter at Langara College 
quickly approaching, some 
students say they are hav-
ing a difficult time balancing every-
thing that is required.
A recent study conducted at the Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles found 
that post-secondary students are 
spending less time partying and social-
izing than ever before.
Desiree Symons, a Langara psychol-
ogy student said she has both full-time 
school and work and can rarely do any-
thing else. 
 “I don’t go out and party because I 
don’t have time, I basically am trying to 
balance doing well in school – and I live 
on my own so I have to earn money to 
make rent and survive,” she said.
Janice Hawk, a retired Mission 
school district aboriginal liason, said 
students need to find a way to balance 
studying and life outside of school.
“You need to sanction positive rela-
tionships with like-minded people with 
a good sense of humour,” Hawk said. 
“Do most kids see that? I think kids 
who go to college do.”
Jasmine LeBlanc transferred to UBC 
from Langara at the beginning of the 
school year, said she has noticed the 
more intense workload at UBC and 
how it has affected her social life. 
“I didn’t see my best friend for two 
months because of balancing work and 
school,” LeBlanc said. “It’s pretty diffi-
cult balancing four classes and work-
ing 17 hours a week. There’s just not 
enough hours in a week.” 
By REBECCA PHAIR
Despite what seems like healthy food options in grocery stores, to-day’s marketing is masking un-
healthy chemicals in food – making it 
difficult for students to decipher what 
is truly healthy versus what appears to 
be healthy said a Langara instructor. 
Patricia Aroca-Ouellette, a chemis-
try instructor at Langara College, re-
cently held an event that discussed the 
chemistry behind healthy foods. There 
is a lot of ambiguity in what is truly 
healthy and what may be claimed as 
healthy while harbouring unhealthy 
chemicals, she said.  
According to Aroca-Ouellette, the 
worst culprits hide in so-called diet-
friendly foods. 
“The hidden chemicals may actually 
be programming your body to retain 
fat,” she said. 
For example, a 
chemical called 
olestra is frequent-
ly found in fat-free 
foods. Olestra pre-
vents your body 
from absorbing 
fats, thus making 
food with it mar-
ketable as “fat 
free,” she said. 
The problem is 
that this chemical 
also prevents the 
body from absorb-
ing other fat-solu-
ble nutrients Aro-
ca-Ouellette said.  
Hidden chemi-
cals make it harder 
than ever to make 
healthy choices, Aroca-Ouellette said. 
The marketing appeals to both the con-
venience and ‘diet friendly’ needs of 
many consumers, she said.
Nazgol Abrishami, general studies 
student at Langara, said she wants to 
eat natural food with no chemicals, but 
finds it difficult to figure out the labels. 
“It’s really hard to figure out the 
names of ingredients on the label,” she 
said, “they are complicated words.”
While other Langara students like 
Konner Meyer, general studies student, 
said he doesn’t worry about chemicals.
“There’s a lot of overblown misinfor-
mation out there about it,” he said. 
Juggling a busy lifestyle and making 
healthy choices with adding the chal-
lenge of unseen chemicals, makes 
healthy eating increasingly difficult 
Aroca-Ouellette said. She recommend-
ed eating plenty of fresh fruits and veg-
etables and selecting foods seasonally. 
“Eat natural. If you go zero calorie or 
fat-free you go against nature.”
By JOCELYN ASPA
H aving a balanced diet is a chal-lenge for many college students, especially when there’s pressure 
to look a certain way. 
The National Eating Disorder Infor-
mation Centre released information 
estimating around 40 per cent of nine-
year-old girls have gone on diets to lose 
weight. However, many Langara stu-
dents said they feel more stressed to 
look a certain way now that they are in 
college.
“I currently feel more pressure than 
I did back then,” said Jennah Lay, a 
general arts student.  
Lay balances school and an active 
lifestyle by running and kickboxing 
twice a week. She said she has always 
eaten relatively healthy, but still feels 
pressure from magazines and adver-
tisements on television to “have a cer-
tain look.”
Stephanie Lam, a kinesiology stu-
dent, said she tries eating healthy be-
cause she doesn’t get the chance to 
play as many sports as she used to. 
Lam said the amount of time she 
gets to the gym these days fluctuates 
depending on what else she has to do.
“Sometimes I feel guilty when my 
friends go to the gym and I don’t,” said 
Lam. “So, I eat 
healthy instead.”
She said when 
she was in high 
school she fre-
quently compared 
herself to her 
sister.
“She was skinny. 
I always thought I 
was fat, but I was 
just average,” said 
Lam.
“How we present 
ourselves is the 
one thing that ev-
eryone sees. The 
body is always on 
display,”said Peter 
Crocker, a UBC school of kinesiology 
professor. 
“For women, there’s a lot of pressure 
on them to appear physically attrac-
tive,” he said.  
To promote a healthy body image, 
Crocker said it’s important to educate 
both girls and boys at a young age.
“A lot of it has to do with having a 
supportive background,” said Crocker.
“And that you’re far more than what 
you look like.” 
OWEN MUNRO photo
Jan Liu, financial management student at Langara College studies for a class with a friend on campus at the library. 
Balancing can be difficult for students
Students don’t have any time to party
Fooled by 
hidden food 
chemicals
Demanding work and school schedules leave little free time for fun 
Some students find it dif-
ficult to figure out labels 
and know what foods are 
good for their waistlines 
1	 Get organized 
         -use a calander 
2	 Get plenty of sleep
         -limit late night work
3	 Reward yourself
        -give youself credit
Source: Workopolis.com	
HOW
to balance
CHARLOTTE DREWETT photo
Healthy options with no added 
chemicals are available on campus.
“The hidden 
chemicals 
may actu-
ally be pro-
gramming 
your body 
to retain 
fat
PATRICIA 
AROCA-OUELLETTE
LANGARA 
CHEMISTRY 
INSTRUCTOR
“I always 
thought I 
was fat, 
but I was 
just 
average 
STEPHANIE LAM
LANGARA
KINESIOLOGY 
STUDENT
Young girls dieting at earlier ages
Some Langara students 
are finding it hard to 
manage their schedules to 
include healthy eating 
By MICHAEL LYLYK
Jacinda Yeung is heading to the na-tionals in Halifax, N.S. this week-end with the rest of the Langara 
College badminton team — not to play 
but to accept her award as PACWEST 
women’s badminton player of the year.
While Langara took home the win in 
the team event at the PACWEST Pro-
vincial Badminton Championships last 
month thanks to  Yeung and her team-
mates’ efforts, a player must win in 
their singles event to qualify for the 
Canadian Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion’s Badminton National Champion-
ship. Yeung lost the women’s singles fi-
nal by a mere two points at provincials, 
placing second, dashing her hopes for a 
berth at nationals.  
 “She worked so hard,” said Chan. 
“She’s probably the most improved 
player of the whole PACWEST division. 
It’s her commitment to the sport that 
helps motivate the rest of the team.”
Yeung first played badminton in 
Hong Kong at the age of 12. When she 
moved to Vancouver six years ago, she 
became a regular visitor to the Vancou-
ver Racquets Club before joining the 
Falcons’ badminton team this season. 
While working full-time and taking 
classes for the nutrition and food ser-
vice management program at Langara, 
she still manages to fit in badminton 
practice four to five times a week. 
“You can make a lot of strides in four 
months if you put your mind to it,” said 
badminton coach Marc Petreman. 
“What she doesn’t have in foot-speed, 
her mental toughness on the court 
makes her capable of delivering beauti-
ful shots.”
Yeung admits she can get nervous 
during games, but the more tourna-
ments she plays the easier it gets.
Even though she isn’t playing at the 
nationals, she’s still looking forward to 
showing up in Halifax with the rest of 
the team.
“I think it’s a good learning experi-
ence for me,” Yeung said. “I’d like to 
experience the atmosphere and cheer 
for my teammates.”
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Langara 
men’s team 
confident at 
provincials
The Langara men’s basketball 
team looks to win a third con-
secutive provincial champion-
ship this weekend in Abbotsford
By TANYA COMMISSO
W
ith the men’s PACWEST 
Basketball Provincial Cham-
pionships this weekend, 
Langara’s defending cham-
pions say they are not letting the pres-
sure to pull out a third straight win af-
fect their performance. 
For the past two years, Langara’s 
men have gone into the tournament 
placing first in the 
league. They then 
went on to win the 
title. This year, 
they are entering 
provincials in sec-
ond place behind 
the Vancouver Is-
land University 
Mariners. 
The team’s sec-
ond place standing 
isn’t worrisome for 
senior player Jitin-
der Lohcham.
“I’m kind of hap-
py, just because I 
like being the un-
derdog,” he said. “I 
don’t think it has 
anything to do with 
how we’re going to play.”
 The pressure to perform is greater 
for VIU, who are expected to beat the 
Falcons in the tournament, said Paul 
Eberhardt, the Falcons’ head coach. He 
said the struggle to beat the Mariners 
motivates the Falcons. 
“I think the [team] are actu-
ally fired up about the chal-
lenge, like ‘hey you know 
what, we’re not the top dog 
this year, let’s show every-
body that we still have it!’” Eb-
erhardt said.  
The Falcons’ 115-73 victory 
last Saturday against Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University Eagles 
marked the Falcons’ last regu-
lar season home game, which 
Eberhardt viewed as a warm-up 
for the upcoming tournament. 
It also preceded a celebration 
for the team’s six departing se-
nior players: Daniel Hobden, 
Garrett Ling-Lee, Jitinder Loh-
cham, Matt Madewan, Elliot Ma-
son and team captain, Glenn Ruby. 
“It’s going to suck because I’ve 
been playing here for four years, and 
this being my last home game, there’s 
a lot of emotions,” Lohcham said. 
The Falcons will play their first pro-
vincial game of the year on March 6 at 
Columbia Bible College in Abbotsford, 
with an optimistic eye on a repeat win 
at the national championships. The na-
tionals take place from March 19 
to 21 at Mohawk College in Ham-
ilton, Ont. 
“We haven’t been as consis-
tent as we would like to be, but 
as long as we take care of the 
mental things, we have the talent 
to go all the way through to na-
tionals and win that as well,” said 
senior player Elliot Mason.
Golf season comes early with warm weather 
By REBECCA PHAIR
Golfers at the Langara Golf Course are in luck, as warm weather has let them start swinging early.
The oddly warm weather through 
February has made for ideal playing 
conditions almost a month ahead of the 
typical season, giving golfers a great 
start.
“It’s a nice change for people to get 
some early games in,” said Yin Chu, a 
spectator at the Langara Golf Course.   
Typically, frequent winter showers 
mean the golfing season doesn’t begin 
until early to mid-April. Colder weath-
er also usually discourages ambitious 
golfers from hitting the greens too 
early.
 This year however, players have al-
ready enjoyed a week of pre-season 
games and may even be able to look 
forward to several more weeks of great 
weather before the official season be-
gins.  
“We’ve had to extend our hours this 
week already, and we’ll probably bump 
them up next week too,” said Sonya 
Gardner, clubhouse employee at the 
Langara Golf Course. 
The course has added an extra hour 
in the morning, now opening at 9 a.m. 
and an extra two hours in the after-
noon, now closing at 4 p.m.
Chu, 67, said he is now too old to play 
golf but still enjoys watching his son 
and friends play. He hopes the weather 
will allow him to enjoy watching as 
many games as possible with his son.
“We are praying for the weather to 
last,” said Chu.
Due to an ususually mild 
winter and consisent sun-
shine, golfers are hitting 
the greens many weeks 
sooner than in past years
Player of the year 
award goes to Langa-
ra badminton star
After only four months 
of playing with Langara, 
Jacinda Yeung has been 
awarded the top badmin-
ton award in the province
LAURA MAY photo
Jacinda Yeung plays badminton in the Langara College campus gym. 
TANYA COMMISSO photo
Jitinder Lohcham shoots 
a basket on Feb. 28 
against the Kwantlen 
Eagles.
REBECCA PHAIR photo
Golfers practise their putting at the Langara golf course on Mar. 2.
1	 Langara Golf Course
 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
2	 Queen Elizabeth 
Park Pitch and Putt
 8 a.m. to dusk
 
3	 Fraserview Golf 
Course
 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
4	 Marine Drive Golf 
Club
 Sunrise to Sunset
Source: Courses websites
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“We have 
the talent 
to go all 
the way 
through to 
nationals 
and win 
that as 
well
ELLIOT MASON
FIFTH YEAR 
PLAYER
